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«The main objective of cooperation between 
the BRICS member countries, as we see it, is 
to deliver real benefits for people and help 
improve living standards and the quality of 
life.»

«In 2020, Russia will take the helm of BRICS. We intend to ensure continuity and harmonious 
transition from the Brazil Chairmanship to the Russian one. We will continue the policy of progressive 
and comprehensive enhancement of the strategic partnership of the BRICS countries. Certainly, we 
are interested in increasing financial and economic cooperation among the participating countries, 
effective industrial interaction and practical cooperation in developing and implementing new joint 
energy, telecommunications and high-tech projects.»

Brasilia, Brazil, November 14, 2019
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Dear ladies and gentlemen! Dear friends!

On behalf of the government of St. Petersburg, I welcome the organizers, participants and guests of the International Municipal BRICS Forum! It is symbolic that the BRICS organization (originally 
BRIC) was founded in our city - within the framework of the St. Petersburg International Economic Forum in June 2006. And now, here, on the banks of the Neva river, it takes a new turn and strengthens 
contacts at the level of municipalities. 

TheThe government of St. Petersburg welcomes and supports the initiative of the organizers. We are convinced that through this forum we will be able to exchange experience and establish cooperation 
in the field of urban management, business, tourism, culture, education, science and information technology. Cooperation at the level of municipalities allows us to be as close as possible to the issues 
that most acutely concern our citizens and reflect the interests of everyone. As you know, 42% of the world's population lives in the BRICS countries. Our countries produce 27% of the world's GDP and 
occuoccupy 1/4 of the land area. This is a powerful resource and opportunity, and we, without a doubt, should use them as efficiently as possible. Within BRICS, our states build their relations on the principles 
of equality, strict consideration for each others’ interests, mutual respect and openness to the outside world.

On the part of the government of St. Petersburg, we are ready for full cooperation, and we will continue to promote contacts between city administrations, business, academic and scientific 
communities, and civil society. I wish all participants interesting discussions and useful networking!
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Dear friends!

II cordially welcome the organizers and participants of the first International Municipal BRICS Forum and the first International Rugby-7 Tournament among the municipal teams from the BRICS 
countries in St. Petersburg! The dialogue at the municipal level of the member states plays an important role in the growing variety of areas of cooperation between the five countries. It contributes to 
the establishment of new and strengthening existing contacts, and the development of interpersonal communication – the most important sphere of interaction within BRICS. I am pleased to note 
thatthat the initiative to hold the Forum and the Tournament is truly public, launched at the initiative of the municipality Kupchino of St. Petersburg. It reflects a real need for the establishment of 
sustainable linkages between small and medium-sized urban municipalities in the BRICS countries. The agenda of the International Municipal BRICS Forum is very rich. The experience exchange in the 
field of urbanism, the discussion of economic prospects, the territorial and cultural potential of municipalities create extensive opportunities for discussion, as well as the potential for practical 
cooperation.

I would also like to note the sports component of the forum. Its unique rugby component reflects the BRICS team spirit and collective approach to achieving its goals. I am convinced that your 
communication will be constructive, and the final result will allow us to establish mutually beneficial contacts and launch new joint initiatives. This is especially important in the light of Russia's 
forthcoming chairmanship of the BRICS organization in 2020. 

I wish you all fruitful work and all the best! To athletes and all spectators – new victories!
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