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	CONFERENCE 

«FOREIGN ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES AS FACTOR FOR EFFICIENT DEVELOPMENT OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION REGIONS»

December 2 – 3, 2013, Kaluga


PROGRAMME OF THE CONFERENCE
	DECEMBER 2, 2013 – FIRST DAY OF THE CONFERENCE

	

	TIME
	EVENT

	

	09.15 – 10.00
	Registration of the Conference participants

	

	10.00 – 13.00
Assembly Hall of the Government of the Kaluga region

Kaluga, Staryi Torg sq, 2
	Plenary Sessions


	

	13.00 – 13.45
	Coffee break

	

	13.45 – 16.45
	Sections of the Conference
Elaboration of recommendations by the participants of the Conference

	

	13.45 -16.45
Room 381, building of the Government of the Kaluga region

Kaluga, Staryi Torg sq, 2
	Section № 1 – «Foreign economic activity and competitiveness of the Russian SMEs under the WTO conditions – myth or reality»

Topics for discussion: 

- evaluation of the consequences of Russia’s accession to WTO for the SME sector;
- improvement of the state system for SME support under the WTO requirements;
- improvement of SMEs competitiveness on the domestic and international markets. Role of development institutions. Useful international experience.


	

	13.45 – 16.45
Room 422, building of the Government of the Kaluga region

Kaluga, Staryi Torg sq, 2
	Section № 2 - «Investment session – presentation of SME investment projects in the sphere of foreign economic activities development»

Presentation of investment projects in the sphere of foreign economic activities development by SMEs. 

	

	DECEMBER 3, 2013 – SECOND DAY OF THE CONFERENCE

	

	TIME
	EVENT

	

	10.00 – 13.00
Sberbank Business Development Centre

Kaluga, M. Gorky Str., 63 (3rd floor)
	Section № 1 - «Cooperation of SMEs with big Russian and international companies under the WTO requirements – future prospects»
Topics for discussion: 

- big companies requirements to SMEs for subcontracting. Strong and weak sides of the Russian SMEs as subcontractors – opinion of the big international companies having production sites in Russia;
- practical experience of SMEs cooperation with big Russian and international companies. Regional aspects: success stories.

- role and tasks of the state and development institutions in supporting SMEs to meet the requirements for subcontracting set by big companies.

	

	10.00 – 11.30
Sberbank Business Development Centre

Kaluga, M. Gorky Str., 63 (3rd floor)
	Section № 2 – «Federal and regional infrastructure for support of SMEs in the sphere of foreign economic activities – current tasks and development prospects»

Topics for discussion: 

- role and tasks of SME support infrastructure organizations in improvements of the sector competitiveness and efficiency levels on the international markets; 
- problems faced by the SME support infrastructure organizations for their development; 
- operational procedures and standards of the SME support infrastructure organizations.

	

	11.30 -13.00
Sberbank Business Development Centre

Kaluga, M. Gorky Str., 63 (3rd floor)
	Section №3 – Training programme / qualification improvement on the topics related to foreign economic activities development:
certification;

export credit insurance;

customs and tariff regulation.

	

	13.00 – 13.45
	Coffee break

	

	13.45 -16.45
Sberbank Business Development Centre

Kaluga, M. Gorky Str., 63 (3rd floor)
	B2B meetings / video conference – opportunities for SMEs to develop cooperation on the domestic and international markets
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